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By BILL CASE
Aviation Writer :

A pioneer Wise County woman now
almost 92 says an unidentified flying
object did crash in Aurora, Texas, April
19, 1897, and the hody of the UFO

‘pilot was recovered and buried in the

Aurora Cemetery.

“T was only about 15 at the time
and had all but forgotten the incident
until it appeared in the papers recent-
ly,” Mrs. Mary Evans, now living in
Newark west of Aurora, told The
Times Herald in an exclusive interview
Tuesday. :

“We were living in Aurora at the
time buf my mother and father wouldn't
let me go with them when they went
up to the crash site at Judge Proctor's
well. :

“When they relurned home they told
me how the airship had exploded. The
pilof was torn up and killed in the
crash. The men of the town who gath-

recalls

ered his remains said he was a ‘small
man’ and huried him that same day in
Aurora Cemetery.”

Mrs. Evans, widely known as
“Grandma Evans” by residents of the
rolling Wise County wvalley in which
Alrora, Rhome and Newark are locat-
ed closely together, is still active. She
lives in her own home " across {he
street from relatives and is an alert
and avid fan of daytinie television soap
operas. y

“That crash certainly cauged a lot
of excitement,” she said. “Many peo-
ple were [rightened, They didn't know
what lo expecl. That was years belore
we had any regular airplancs or other
kinds of airships.” .

Mrs. Evans' staiement is the first
tangible evidence by a living resident
of the area backing up a newspaper’
story filed April 20, 1897 by H. E. Hay-
den, an Aurora newspaper correspond-
enl and cotton buyer, which was pub-

UFO

lished ‘in‘both Dallas and Fort Worth
papers. = i

- In his story 76 years ago Hayden
‘wrote: “The remains of the pilot were
gathered logether. 1f was defermined
he was nol an inhabitant of this world
and he was given a Christian burial in
Aurora Cemelery.”

Over the years Hayden's story was
debunked and branded by hoth the
press and the public as a hoax.

Reporters  from The Times Herald
and investigators from UFQ private in-
vestigalive  organizations who hegan
checking Hayden's. veport with the aid
of scientific metal detection equipment,
radiation meters and other devices
three months ago have recovered uni-
dentifiable picces of strange metal af
the well sife.

“We have sent af least seven dilfer-
ent types of unusualmetal to-the labo-
ritor ol ove of America’s largest
aiveralt  manufacturers for complete

See WOMAN on Page 3

|
{
)
!
|
i
|




21

. siplisgpy - @
£161 ‘08 ke “pap

‘ .')(Ja;au;lé; aq.;, uj yeo papeub
¥ yeausq Apoq passquawsip sjoiid Syj Jo [elNG By PUR ©UBLINIIO
@Y} [|e9sl BJOUNY 4O sjuspised Apspia. omy ysee| 1y "Aunosy asipn ‘esos —— .

M- {8 /58] Ul psysess Ajpasoddns jeyr Yeioeopdsihiepuabs; e jo adeys cATeewen Ay

. B} PRIESIpUl BucyspeaY BARIS B uo BuiAJed- ybnod B =
S _lsi‘;la‘l?"é: Aq’ﬁm’ud “D;l-s_Ff Y : Y SANIILNO MVHD w eaeid jel; Jo juednano eyt

PuE wonedop ysero QM- ap
tzamieq URall IUgep ' usI[
~(E)Se URD M ‘S)S3) [BJAUD 3}
umeg joedsns am sSuipear s
1PE oM JIpuy 2)s [[Bm o1 uo
ysead QN aunuad ' Jo jqnop
o A[enliia  SURSs  adLyl,,
. 'pappe 8y . ‘fepuo]y Ixeu £g
jtodar e poadxs pue sejdites
[E}9W a1} Jo uoHEnEAS OOQ
-U3108 SUTTEME 9T MOU 3M,,
| [ppm o1 1B YSEID 040 o
70 ;s ol 1B [EI3W DalIA0DaI
- A[mou SWI0S WL PIP oM Jer)
L @AedE oyl wox Suipesl (g
=[ap sures iy 308 oM J010ajep
Teloul- i i Jp Surjse; uq,,
IojeSnseAu;  NOJNIL  ‘SHEM
TEeH pres | jsuojspeay snbum
(B M sARIE B punoy oM ‘san}
B0 pejsiyg plo pepEuS B
J9PUN HoO] 0] SUOPISIpP € Jue
-LLTOTUT Ue SuTMO[[of ‘aJel(],,
*A133
-89 A JO Nos 8} Of Jay
=00 sy woay aavif s jond ayy-
A0] UDIeas eI} PaydjiMs 10}
-BENSPAUT O[] A ‘SjuSpEeI
. 'loany oMy Aq perddns pes|
Men v FupMopop  ‘Aepuopy
‘ .’ SISOUSIOS pAgenh woay
suonndo jodxe Jo sjes oMy s
L 8418 [ 3] TOUNG)) TDIRasaY
[BUONEN S JUSTILIBACS) 3t Aq
‘BpRUE]) ‘BMEJQ Ul PIjonpLOd
Hueq 9IB S[ElOWI SWes i} 1o
soidures jo . sjs3) [EOnUSp],,
‘Y@M JXoU Jo J80g ety Aq pe
s1Rpduwion aq pmotE s)say ssary
. Jo synsax ayl,, ‘Aepssny, pres
| (oavayN walqg Swidlg pegn .
| -USpmI) ISSMPIAD NOJAW 307
i mewssyods e | ‘iiSusds pue
b edAy ‘efe ‘uomisodiios o) se
¢ UOLEDUUSEL puE  UOHeRUIEXS

B o

q ;
Ryt : e O S Wy T —eme—— o~ ] 38eq Wi ponunuo)

 NVNOM ¥




Discovery of Evidence Surrounding
1897 UFO Crash Baffles Scientists

By OKSANA SENCZYSZAK

An abandoned cemetery in
Aurora, Tex., is the site of one of the
most intensive UFO investigations
ever, An alien spaceman is believed
to have been buried there when his
unidentified flying object crashed in
1897.

Today 76 years late, a group of
UFO investigators have found what
they say may be pieces of the
demolished aircraft.

The unknown space vehicle
crashed into a rural windmill and
exploded on April 19, 1907—six years
before the first air flight made by
man.

Scientists who studied the metal
fragments from the crash site
revealed that they are an aluminum
alloy “unknown in the U.S. until
about 1910 and not produced on thig

earth until early in the 20th
century,"
TAKING PART in the

investigation are the International
UFO Bureau, the National
Investigative Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP) and the
Midwest UFO Network (MUFON),

Hayden Hewes, director of the
International UFQ Bureau,
explained: “'According to reports at
the time, the airship was scattered
over several acres by the explosion
which followed its crashing into the
windmill Tha gpilat’e hady wes
blown to pieces. However, enough
remains were gathered to determine
it was nol an inhabitant of this
world.

“The body was given a Christian
.artal in the Aurora Cemelery."”

Mrs, Mary Evans
and other community residents who

called the crash
wanled to prevent

SIGNPOST announces arrival to Aurora, Tex., where UFQ is believed to have crashed In 1897,

“a hoax" and

further

"“We were living In Aurora at the
time, but my mother and father
wouldn't let me go with them when
they went up to the crash site at
Judge Proctor's well,

"“"When they returned home, they
told me how the alrship had
exploded. The pilot was torn up and
killed in the crash. The men of the
town who gathered his remains said
he was a ‘small man’ and buried him
that same day in Aurora Cemetery.

“THAT CRASH certainly caused a
lot of excitement,’ added Mrg,
Evans. “Many people were
frightened, They didn’t know what to
expect. That was years before we
had apee wnpntar wainy
other kinds of airships,”

But Mrs, Etta Peguses, a noveligt
and local historian living in near-
by Newark, did not agree. She said
the story was a hoax.

“It was cooked up by a
newspaperman named R, Hayden
and an mean mian gitiing aronnd o

e O




Larial in e AUrord certeery.

BUT THE AURORA Cemetery
has long since been abandoned, and
most of ils gravestones have been
broken or stolen.

When UFO invesligalors

announced they were going to try to
find the spot where the purported
spaceman was buried and then dig il
up, a court order was obtained to
prevent their entry.

The order was sought by members
of the Aurora Cemetery Association

CEMETERY where spareman may
he huried,

Ia i

‘July 8, 1973

et ikl T g
" % YHE NATIONAL TATTLER

wanted to prevent
disturbance of the graves.
As a resuli, armed police have
been posted before the entrance of
the cemetery fto prevent
anyone-—especially UFO in-
vestigators—from entering.

[ [ S P

further

BUT EVEN WITHOUT digging up
the graveyard, Hayden Hewes and
other investigalors have come up
with quite a bit of evidence to prove
that the crash was indeed real.

According to newspaper reports al
the time, the craft—which had been
spotted in the vicinity serveral
times—swooped low over the rural
home of Judge J.S. Proctor. I
struck the windmill in his vard and
blew up.

The 1897 newspaper account also
noted that papers found on the pilot's
body appeared Lo be some sort of log
of his travels. They were wrilten in
an unknown language which could
nol be deciphered. No one knows
whal became of these invaluable
records.

UFO INVESTIGATORS have
combed the Aurora countryside,
seeking elderly people who have
witnessed, in their childhood. events
surrounding the crash.

Among the hundreds of persons
they spoke with was Mrs. Mary
Evans, 92. “I was only about 15 at
the time,"” she told them, “and had
all but forgotten the incident until it
appeared in the papers recently.

Page9
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and some men nien sitting around a
general store,” she said. “In fact,
there never was a windmill on the
Judge Proctor residence.”’

According to Brawley Oales, who
now owns the land where the crash
occurred, a windmill once exist on
the properly.

“In 1945, my nephew, a friend and
I sealed off the old well where the
windmill stood,” he said, “We even
dug out the windmill's wooden
corner posts, which were still in the
ground."

——

THE MEN WHQ cleaned up the
site 28 vears ago may have also
thrown out some valuable clues to
the spacecrafl-—-namely, metal
fragments from the deomaolished
vehicle,

“We cleaned out a large amount of
metal and just threw it aside in the
dirt.” said Ostes. ‘It was the same
stuff the investigators are now

DETECTOR is used to find UFO metal.

analyzing.

Mrs, Oates told UFO investigators
that in the years she and her family
have lived on the property, ‘‘nothing
not even weeds, will grow in the
areas where the mysterious metal
was found.”

With all this new evidence, there is
a good chance UFO officials will be
given a special permit Lo dig up the
alien spaceman as they had
intended.

According to Dr, J, Allen Hynek,

chief consultanl of MUFON, “This
most recent evidence highly
suggests that the actual ¢rash of an
aerial object did indeed occur.

YIN O VIEW OF BOTH (he
identification of the metal and the
testimony of some of the members vf
the most respected pioneer families
in the area who have given details of
the reported crash, the likelihomi
that this is a hoax seems more ani
more improbable."
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By .—mwa OSBORN
American Staff Writer

Curiosity and a love for
prospecting took Jack Hansen
to Aurora Northeast of Dallas
in Wise County.

He returned to Odessa with a
meﬁmzocm metal and a “‘wait
and see” attitude about Em
legend behind it.

Hansen says he neither
believes nor disbelieves the
legend that says the metal
pieces are fragments of an
‘““airship’’ that crashed in
Aurora in 1897,

The few pieces Hansen found
are kept in a small plastic box.
He plans to keep them until
someone determines the exact
composition of the metal.

“It says nm_.; wmnm thatitis 75
per cent iron,” Hansen says,
pointing out an article in an

astrology newspaper — July’s

issue but "already well worn
from handling and folding, -
“I_don’t know,” Hansen said

‘when asked why the metal’

_wasn't ‘heavy like iron. “The
wﬁmaamﬁ n_oa_“ Eam_.mg_un ;
either.” -

Dr. m.oE Oumw Om 22.8 ﬂmxmm
State University terms the

pieces of metal ‘‘unusual.’”:

They are not magnetic as irom,
is. They are shiny rather than
dull like iron and. mo: Em»mmn of
brittle.
Hansen,

ig 8:_.. : oo:mnﬁoﬂ

handles the metal like a-

precious stone. Unlike ‘a

precious stone, the metal isn't -

pretty or even impressive. It
has striations that look like a

piece of scratched tin adhered ./

to a piece of rock, but it is not
rock or tin. It is as light as-

mEEEaE but it is not. -
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b:, w:m 9... CmO Crash.

&_m out the corner posts of :._m
wood mill years ago.

“He said he cleaned out the
well and gave a huge amount of
metal he eound there to the
scrap metal drive during World
War II,” Hansen said. That
means, if it turns out there was
a ‘ship’,’” Hansen said, “then
some of our planes had some
alien metal in them.”

The legend says the pilot of
the flying object was blown to
pieces on impact. :

Trdrdk. ‘

4
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ecovers >><ﬁm_.

There are two graves that are
being considered as the possible
burial site of the remains.

“One is marked with just a

stone,”” Hansen said. He took

pictures of both sites. “The
stone they had on the other one
was stolen sometime this
summer,” he continued.

UFO officials wanted to find
the grave and dig it up earlier
this summer. A court order,
sought by some citizens of
Aurora who feel the whole thing
is a hoax; prevented the UFO
personnel’ from entering the
cemeterv

—

Hansen says a court order is
now being sought by the UFO
bureau to open the graves.

“It would be a simple matter’

cover the graves back up if they
turned out to be wrong,”
Hansen maintains.

But some people are just
‘““stubborn’’ according to
Hansen, referring to Aurora
residents that continue to block
the exhumation.

Hansen admits he has taken
Oates’ word for it when it
comes to the fact that the metal
he now possesses is Sm same as

<>>9.o\ M

the metal the UFO people
with them this summer an
same that Oates threw away s¢
long ago.

And he says he aommu.ﬁ |
believe all he's read about the:
metal or the legend or events
surrounding it.

He was excited when he found
the metal, though. It was sort |
of like finding gold,” he said |
comparing his feelings. |
No. he won’t sell the metal at |
any price. Not yet. ]
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 Alleged UF

1973
site

- placed off limits

By BILL CASE
Aviation Writer

The owner of property in

~ Aurora, Wise County, where a

UFO reportedly crashed into a
windmil! and exploded April 19,
1897, resulting in the pilot's
death, put the property *‘off
limits" Friday to all butl olfi-
cial UFO investigators.

Mrs. Brawley Oates, who

. has lived 26 years on the farm

where a  scientific treasure
hunter  found unidentifiable
metal  fragments Thursday,

said hundreds of amateurs have
visited the area and dug it up.
She said she expects more
persons on= Saturday and Sun-
day after the latest publicity.
“If there is any evidence a
UFO crashed there we want to
protect the metal untll it can

wm ﬁm_uuﬂ by qualified labo-
.uf.oiu-,h: «ahe ‘paid. “‘Because

wightseers huve been &%-E:
things up, n.E&bm stme ol
the metal they .found, we are
closing _the site to only scien-
tific UFO investigators until
they can complete their work
with special equipment.”

mwms._mv. Qutes, 63, owner af
the well site property wherce
the UFO reporledly crashed 75
years ago, said additional bits
of the unknown metal were ro-
covered Fridiy hy a relative,

In u search Thursday, Frink
N. Kelley of Carpus Churisti, o
25-year veteran Ireasure hunt-
er and professional lost-moetal
locator, used a deep-probe
metal detector to locate about
a dozen pieces of thin light-
weight metal.

“I've never seen any metal
like this. It .isn't aluminum,
steel, iron or any alloy I
know,"" he said.

Hayden Hewes, director of
the International UF0O Bureau

in Oklahoma City, was tocon- |

tinue the search Saturday for
more of the Ewﬂmﬁozf metal
fragments.

Hewes and his o_m,ﬁﬁ;:o:
have been combing the area
sinca March and also are {ry-
Ing 1o locale the grave of the
UFO pilot reportedly buvied in
the Aurora Cemetery.
~ Oates said Friday he would
restrict the search to those
who have spent weeks working
on the s&ite,

MIDWEST UFO NETWORK

(MUFOND)

WALTER H. ANDRUS,

DIRECTOR

JR.

40 CHRISTOPHER COURT
QUINCY. ILLINOIS &2301

PHONE AC 217 222.-8374
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